INDIANA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

To: Indiana State Board of Education

From: Chad E. Ranney, General Counsel

Date: November 10, 2021

RE: Approval of Governing Body Change — Wa-Nee Community School Corporation

Recommendation: Approve the proposed governing body plan

Pursuant to IC 20-23-8, Wa-Nee Community School Corporation’s (“Wa-Nee”’) governing body
adopted a resolution to amend/confirm its governing body plan on June 30, 2021. Subsequent to
Wa-Nee adopting the resolution to amend/confirm its governing body, it submitted the attached
materials for the Indiana State Board of Education’s review and consideration. The materials
included (1) the resolution adopted by Wa-Nee; and (2) the local publication information that
includes the language of the governing body plan. The purpose for Wa-Nee’s adoption of the
resolution is that no one has been able to locate Wa-Nee’s governing plan. The newly adopted
governing body plan simply restates the manner in which Wa-Nee conducts its board elections.
The resolution is not meant to change anything.
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November 1, 2021

Dr. Katie Jenner, Chair

Indiana State Board of Education

200 West Washington Street, Room 228
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

RE: Wa-Nee Community Schools Governing Plan
Dear Dr. Jenner;

We represent Wa-Nee Community School Corporation. On June 28, 2021, the
Wa-Nee Board of School Trustees adopted a resolution to amend/confirm its governing
plan pursuant to Indiana Code 20-23-8. On June 30, 2021, notice of the resolution was
published in the Wakarusa Tribune. The same notice was published in the Heartland
News on July 1, 2021. A copy of the resolution and proof of publication are enclosed.

The reason for the adoption of this resolution is that no one has been able to
locate Wa-Nee’s governing plan. The governing plan has not been updated in several
decades, and neither the school corporation, the Elkhart or Kosciusko County Clerk’s
Offices, the State Board of Education, nor the Secretary of State’s Office has a copy of
the governing plan. This newly adopted governing plan simply restates the manner in
which Wa-Nee Schools has conducted its board elections. It is not meant to change
anything, only to create a written plan to be kept in the records of all relevant offices.

The deadline for filing a petition opposing the plan was October 29, 2021. No
petition was filed in either the Elkhart or Kosciusko County Clerk’s Offices. The only
remaining step in adopting the new governing plan is certification by the State Board
of Education pursuant to Indiana Code 20-23-8-15.

We ask that the Board of Education approve the new governing plan at its
December 1, 2021 meeting. If you need any additional information or documents from
me, please contact me at (574) 294-7491 or cpotiratz@warrickandboyn.com.

Sincerely,

VN

Christopher T. Pottratz
CTP/afs

Enclosures

20210802-afs-ctp




RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Indiana Code 20-23-8 provides that a school corporation may amend its
governing plan; and

WHEREAS, the statute provides that amendment of the governing plan may be initiated
by a resolution of the governing body.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of School Trustees of the Wa-Nee
Community Schools that the Plan of School Organization of the Wa-Nee Community Schools
- adopted by appropriate resolution and approved and certified by the Indiana State Board of
Education is hereby amended and restated as follows:

(1)  The Board of School Trustees of Wa-Nee Community Schools
shall be composed of seven (7) members, and each member of said
Board as it is now constituted shall continue as a member until his
or her respective term of office expires.

(2)  The Board of School Trustees of the Wa-Nee Community
Schools shall be elected in conformance with the provisions of
I.C. 20-23-4 as follows:

a) All members of the Board of School Trustees shall be elected
on a district-wide basis, with each qualified voter in the school
district privileged to cast a ballot for one candidate for each

~ Vacancy to be filled.

b) There shall be one (1) member residing in each of the
following areas:

= Olive Township

= Harrison Township

+ Locke Township

*  Union Township

» That part of Kosciusko County (Scott-Jefferson) included
in the school district

¢) The remaining two (2) members may reside anywhere within
the school district.

d) The election of members of the Board of School Trustees shall
be held at the tirie of the general election at which County
Officials are elected.
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)

.

f)

g)

The election of members of the Board of School Trustees shall be a
non-partisan ballot.

Filings for election to the Board of School Trustees shall be by
petition method with each petition to bear the signatures of the

. candidate and at least ten (10) other registered voters residing

within the boundaries of the Community Schools.

Vacancies occurring on the Board of School Trustees shall be filled
by appointment, which appointment shall be by the majority vote of
the remaining members of the Board of School Trustees. The
appointed member shall serve the remainder of the unexpired term
until his successor is elected to that office. If theré is a tie vote or if
such appointment is not made within thirty (30) days it shall be
made by the Judge of the Circuit Court in accordance with present
law.

The terms of office of the members of said Board of School
Trustees shall be on a staggered basis to insure continuity in the
conduct of the business and affairs of said Board. Four (4)
members shall be elected in the general election held in November,
2022, for a term of four (4) years, such term of office to commence
on January 1, 2023, and to expire and terminate on December 31,
2026.

Three (3) members shall be elected in the general election held in
November 2024, for a term of four years, such term of office to
commence on January 1, 2025, and {o expire and terminate on
December 31, 2028,

In each subsequent election all members elected to said Board of
School Trustees shall be for a four (4) year term, such ferm to
begin and commence on January 1st next following their election
to said Board of School Trustees.

The limitations and quahﬁcatmns of members of the Board of School
Trustees are as follows:

a)

Residential Qualifications:

(1)  Aregistered voter and twenty-one (21) years of age.

(2) A resident of the School Board member electoral area in

which he/she resides within the Wa-Nee Community
Schools for a minimum period of one:(1) year and of the




()

(6)

(7)

®)

®)

State of Indiana for two (2) years immediately prior to
the election.

b) No member of the Board of School Trustees shall be an
employee of the school corporation. Any employee elected to
serve as a member of the Board of School Trustees shall
resign their employment with the school corporation the day
following the election.

c) No member of the Board of School Trustees shall hold any
other public elected office.

The Board of School Trustees shall organize itself at its first regular
meeting in January of each year by electing the following officers:

a) A president
b) A vice-president
c) A secretary

The election of the aforesaid officers shall be in accordance with the laws

of the State of Indiana s may be promulgated for such purpose from
time to time.

The Board of School Trustees of said Wa-Nee Community Schools
shall have the rights, powers, duties, and liabilities vested in the
governing body of a School Corporation under the laws of the State of
Indiana.

Each member of said Board of School Trustees shall receive such
remuneration and compensation for serving on said Board of School
Trustees as set by said Board annually, and within the limits provided
by law,

The Plan of School Board Organization set forth herein shall hereafter
constitute and be the Plan of the Board of School Trustees of said Wa-
Nee Community Schools, and all prior Plans are repealed upen the
adoption of this Plan.

This Resolution and the Plan set forth herein shall be in full force and

effect upon its adoption pursuant to 1.C. 20-23-8.




Wa-Nee Community Schools this 28 day of __ Jun

, 2021.

Duly passed and adopted at a duly constituted ﬁeﬁng of the Board of School Trustees of

Shawn Johx@son

Lo L

Don Lehman
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LEGAL NOTICE

The Board of School Trustees of Wa-Nes Commumity Sehools
has adopted the following Resolution to aménd: its Plan of

Schiool Organization. An% rclgistered voter residing within - .
ools

the Wa-Nee Community Schools has the deht to file a. petition
ﬁir alternative plans or & petition protésting the adoption of the
phan.

RESOLUTION

' WHEREAS, Indiana Code 20-23-8 provides that a school

corporation may amend its governing plan; an

WHEREAS, the statute provides that amendment of the
goveming plan may e imtiatéd by a vesolution of the
governing body,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of for
or. . -

.School Trustees of the Wa-Nee Community Schools that the

Plan of School Organization of the Wa-Nee . Community '

Schaols adopted by appropriate resolution and approved and
certified by the Indiann State Board of Education is hereby
© amended and restated as follows: T

(1) The Bosrd-of School Trustees of Wa-Nee Cofuitnity
Schools shall be oom&jose.d of seven (7) members, and cac
menber of said Board es it is now constituted shall continue

2s a member until his or'her.respective term of office expires.
{2) The Board of Sehodl Trustess of the Wa-Neg Commupity .

Schools shall be elected in conformance with the provisions
of L'C. 20-23-4 as follows:

* * a)‘All members of the Board of School Trustees shall be,

elecied on & district-wide basis, with each qualified voer in

" theachool district privileged to cast a ballot for one candidate

for gach vacancy to be filled, -

b] There shall be one (1) ember residing in- each of the
owing areag: Lo '
© Oleve Township

Harrison Township

Locke Township

Union Township, o

. That part of Kosciusko-County (Seott-Jefferson)

included in the schoe! district : :

.
e e D

¢} The reftaining iwo (2} metbers may reside anywhere-

within thé school district,

d) The election of members of the Board of School Trustses -

shall be held at the time of the general eléction at which County
Officials ar¢-clected. co :

. &) The election of members of the Board of School Trustees.
" shali be & non-partisan badlot. .

£) Filings for elestion to the Board of Sohod] Trustees shall

‘be by pefition method with each petition to'bear the _si%namws
of the candidate and at least ten (10} other registered voters
residing within the boundaries of the Communify Schools,

£) Yacanoies ocourring on the Board of Schoot Trustees-shall
be filled by apgoimment, which appointment skall be by the
majerity vote of
Trustees. The appointéd member shall serve the remainder of
the unexpired {erm until his successor is elected to that office,
1f there i3 a He vote orif such appointment ig not made within
thirty (30) days it shail.be made by the Judge of the Circuit
Court I acoordance with present law. :

(3) The'terms of office of the members of said Board of School
~Trustees shali be on a staggered basis to insure confinuity in
the conduct of the business and affairs of said Board. Four (4}

members shall be elested 1o the genaral election held jn

November, 2022, for & term of four (4 cEre:ai'x:,*allmh term of office
to commencs on Japuary 1, 2023, and to expire and ternminate
.on December 31, 2026,

Three }53) membérs shall be elected in the general election
held in November 2024, foraterm of four years, such term of
office to commence oa Janua.rzy- 1, 2625, and t¢ expire and
terminate en December 31, 2028, :

In each subsequent election all members elected to said Board
of School Trustees shiall be for a four {4) year ferm, such term
to begin and ¢ommence on Janu st next folfowing their
election to said Board of School Trustees,

§4$) ‘The limitations and quaifications of members ofthe Board
of School Truatess are as fquows:

a) Residential Qualifications:

" (1) A registered voter and twenty-gne (21) years of age.

%21.) A resident of the School. Board member electoral areain
wi

ek he/she resides within the Wa-Nee Community Schools
for a minimum peried of ene (F) year and of the State of Indiana
for two. (2) years immediately prior to-the election.

b} No member of the Board of School Trustees:shall e an
employee of the school corporation. Any employes elected
to-serve as a member of the Board of School Trustees shall
resipn their employment with the school corporation the day
following the election. : :

©) No member of the Board of School Trustees shall hﬁ]d any
other public elected office, '

‘ Dn th‘e_
On the

the femaining members of the Board of School

State of Indiana  Elkhart County

Pérsonal]y'Appeared Before Me The Undetsigned:

. Nancy Nich

Legal Clerk of the WAKARUSA TRIBUNE, a public
newspaper of general circulation, published: in the.city of
Wakarusa in the County aforesaid, who being duly sworn,
upon her oath saith, that the notice of which she attached is

thetrue copy, was duly published in the Wakarusa Tribune

" XX One _ TWo

THREE

times sucéessively to-wit:

Onthe_ - 30th day of _.fuxie , 2021, and

| day of

day of _

5 2021 and
, 2021

Subscribed & Sword(To Before Me l
This _30th day June ;20_21

* r

- Motary Public - Segl
. Eduhar! Connty ~Stzte GF Indisna,
Clomimdislon Nuibar NPGTI4NTS
“My-Commbigiva Bxpires.July 23, 2026

. CHARGES:

(SB_The Board of Schaol Trustees shall organize itself at its
first regular meeting ip January of each year by electing the
following officers: :
-a) A president

b) A vice-president

) A secretary

The el-ecl:iaurof the aforesaid officers shall be in écoardance

with the laws of the State of Indiana as may be promulgated for

such purpose from time to time.

(6) Theé Board of Schiool Trastees of said Wa-Nee Community
3chools shall have the rights, powers, duties, and liabilities
vested in the governing body of a School Corporation under
the laws of the State 6f Indiana,

(7) Each member of said Board of Sahpol Trustees shall
regeive such remuneration and compensation for serving on
said Board of School Trustees as set by said Board annually,
and within the limits provided by law.

éaﬂﬂ The Plan of School Board Organization set forth herein
shall hereafter constitte and be the E'lan of the Board of Schaol
Trustees of said Wa-Nee Community Sohoois, and all prior
Plans are repealed upon the adophion of this Plan.

ﬁﬁl} This Resolution and the Plan set forth herein shail be in
& force and-effect upon its adoption pursuant to L.C, 20-23-

Duly passed and sdopted at a duly constituted meeting of
the Board of School Trustees of Wa-Nee Community

" 8Schools this 28th day of Tune, 2021,

4. Jennifer Nich .

'$ 72,59

>y
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